
APPENDIX 1

SOUTH LAKELAND HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the South Lakeland Highways and Transportation Working 
Group held on Friday, 12 June 2020 at 10.00 am. This was a Virtual meeting.

PRESENT:

Mr SB Collins (Chairman)

Mr J Bland
Mr N Cotton
Mrs BC Gray
Mr WJ Wearing
Mr M Wilson

Mr J Airey
Mr M Brereton
Mr GD Cook
Mrs S Evans
Mr P Thornton

Also in Attendance:-

Mr G Archibald
Mr P Hosking

- Leader, South Lakeland District Council
- Local Area Network Manager South Lakes

Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management - Team Leader

52 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.

53 MINUTES

Page 6, Minute 44 Road Safety Information, 2nd paragraph, last line. Replace 
‘engineered out of the road’ with ‘there were no engineering solutions to these 
issues’.

Page 9, Minute 45 Progress on the Gully and Drain Cleansing Programme, 
penultimate paragraph, last line. Add ‘in’ between ‘already’ and ‘use’.

Page 9, Minute 45 Progress on the Gully and Drain Cleansing Programme, last 
paragraph. Replace ‘ascertain’ with ‘indicate’.

RESOLVED that, subject to the conditions above,  the minutes of the meeting held 
on  19 February 2020  be approved.

Matter arising from the minutes:
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In response to a member question whether the CRASH Group had met since the 
last meeting of the Highways Working Group, the Team Leader Traffic Management 
– South reported that it had not met formally. She advised that informal discussions 
had been held and there had been a countywide meeting. She would circulate the 
outcomes of this meeting in due course and would report on this to the Local 
Committee.

A member raised that it was perceived in the localities that incidences of speeding 
had increased on A590 and subsidiary roads. The Team Leader Traffic 
Management – South would enquire about this and report back to members. The 
Team Leader Traffic Management – South did comment that the Traffic Safety 
Camera Teams had been redeployed to support the Covid 19 emergency and 
therefore speed data was not available from that source. In terms of speeding, some 
roads had speed data logging equipment on them so data could be extracted from 
them. 

A member asked for an update on the bid for the DfT Challenge Fund. The Local 
Area Network Manager advised that the bid had been unsuccessful however, 
additional funding for highways had been received which was currently being 
reviewed.

A member queried whether the assessment of work required on gully cleansing 
would be considered by the Working Group. The Local Area Network Manager 
advised that this would be considered at the August 2020 meeting. The Gully team 
had not undertaken additional work in April. The team was currently working on 
jetting as it could adhere to social distancing rules. It was hoped that once PPE had 
been obtained, operational teams would be able to work together. Currently all 
operatives were travelling independently to jetting jobs.

The Local Area Network Manager advised that some gullies had not been cleaned 
as cars were on the road due to lockdown restrictions. 

It was clarified for members that PPE equipment had not yet been obtained as the 
Council did not want to increase demand and therefore put additional stress on the 
NHS by diverting the PPE away from it. 

The Local Area Network Manager reported that the Leader of Cumbria County 
Council had signed an Officer Decision Record which set out the activities which 
were safe for Highways staff to undertake during lockdown restrictions. Only 
essential works on heavily used routes was to be undertaken and works could take 
place on other routes where social distancing between operatives and operatives 
and the public could be achieved. He reported that a large number of vehicles were 
on hire to ensure that the highways team could travel to sites safely. As soon as 
PPE equipment was obtained, teams could travel in the same vehicle.

54 SOUTH LAKELAND DISTRICT COUNCIL (OFF STREET PARKING 
PLACES) ORDER 2020



3

A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding South Lakeland District Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2020. 
The report sought approval from Highways and Transport Working Group (“the 
Working Group”) to recommend that South Lakeland Local Committee give consent 
to South Lakeland District Council to make an Order to amend the existing “The 
South Lakeland District Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2004”.

The Team Leader Traffic Management – South explained that that the County 
Council as the local traffic authority was being asked to give consent to South 
Lakeland District Council as they wished to make an order under the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 relating to its off street parking places order. This would have 
been considered earlier but the meetings of South Lakeland Local Committee had 
been cancelled due to Covid 19.

A member asked that Kendal South Lakeland House change of closing time of lower 
two levels to 17.30 also included early closing time on Sundays and Bank Holidays.

Clarification was requested for Kirkby Lonsdale, Market Square car parking times 
and Ambleside King Street. A member asked about the use of three and seven day 
permits which could not be purchased. The Leader, South Lakeland District Council 
advised that the proposed new order was a ‘tidying up’ exercise. He clarified that 
tickets for Ambleside, King Street and Kirkby Lonsdale, Market Square could not be 
purchased or used on the site as it was used for market day. If parking permits were 
allowed, it would be difficult to clear the area on market day. There was a concern 
that someone could purchase a permit for three or seven days and the car would 
remain there on market day. This was noted by members. 

The Team Leader Traffic Management – South advised that changes could not be 
made to the Order included in the Agenda pack as this was the Order advertised by 
South Lakeland District Council.

RESOLVED that, the Working Group recommends that South Lakeland Local 
Committee give consent to South Lakeland District Council to 
introduce “The South Lakeland District Council (Off Street 
Parking Places) Order 2004 (Amendment No 15) Order 2020”, as 
set out in Appendix 1 attached to the Highways Working Group 
report. 

55 DIVISIONAL HIGHWAYS WORKS FOR 2020/21 (FORMERLY MEMBERS 
WORKS)

A report was considered from the Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure 
regarding Divisional Highways Works for 2020/21 (formerly Members Works). This 
report updated the Highways and Transport Working Group (the Working Group) of 
the Divisional Highway Priority Works schemes to be funded via the devolved 
2020/2021 highway capital budget for South Lakeland.  An allocation of £108,000 
was proposed for approval at the 21 July 2020 meeting of the Local Committee 
allowing for £6,000 per division. The Working Group was asked to recommend that 
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the South Lakeland Local Committee on 16 July 2020 resolve to approve Appendix 
1 in the report as the scheme of works for 2020 / 2021.

A member asked for reassurance that the schemes on the list would be completed. 
The Team Leader Traffic Management – South explained the impact of Covid 19 
lockdown on the ability to undertake work on schemes, particularly consultation on 
TROs. She explained the current consultation trial for the Busher Walk, Kendal TRO 
which was a first for the county since lockdown restrictions were implemented. She 
explained the three months’ backlog on TROs due to lockdown restrictions and the 
knock on effects  that this may have on works being completed but reassured 
members that officers were doing all they could.

The Team Leader Traffic Management – South provided an update on the works at 
Conishead Road. She advised members that officers were reviewing the situation 
and she would contact Mr Wilson on the matter.

The Team Leader Traffic Management – South provided an update on the 
consultation at Daltongate. She advised that Legal Services had recommended that 
the TRO be re-advertised as it had been advertised in the first week of lockdown 
restrictions. Mr Airey would be informed outside of the meeting of the current 
position.

RESOLVED that, 

1 The Working Group recommends that Local Committee approves the current 
Divisional Highway Priorities Works Programme 2020 / 2021 (“the 
Programme”) set out in Appendix 1 of the report.  An entry for new 
schemes is shown for each division as this is the first report for this 
financial year.   

2 That the Working Group recommends that Local Committee agree that the 
following schemes which include Traffic Regulation Orders are approved 
to be progressed to statutory consultation and advertising in due course 
(please note that some below will have already been through the HTWG 
and Local Committee but all are included for clarity);  

High Furness -  Broughton 20mph speed limit

Kendal Nether -     Waiting restrictions for Shap Road and Appleby                  
Road Kendal

- Speed limit review on A684

Kent Estuary -    Arnside 20mph speed limit 

- Arnside Prom and Station Road Prohibition of Waiting

Lakes -     Waiting restrictions for Chapel Hill area
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Low Furness            -     Scales 20mph speed limit extension and A5092     Penny 
Bridge to Spark Bridge 40mph speed limit

Ulverston East - Waiting restrictions for Conishead Road

Ulverston West -  Waiting restrictions for Church Walk area and Garden 
Terrace

56 DEVOLVED CAPITAL AND REVENUE BUDGETS. UPDATED 
ALLOCATION FOR 2020/21

A briefing note from the Local Area Network Manager on the Devolved Capital and 
Revenue Budgets updated allocation for 2020/21 was considered. 

The Local Area Network Manager reminded members that he had shared the block 
allocations with the Working Group in February 2020 and that a holding code had 
been created within the Devolved Revenue block allocations where £43,361 
allocated to South Lakeland for inflationary increases in 2020/21 was held until the 
overspend situation for 2019/20 was known. A holding code had also been created 
in the Devolved Capital block allocation where £382,987 was held until the 
overspend situation was known. 

As the overspend was now known on the Devolved Revenue allocation, the Local 
Area Network Manager recommended that £22,711 be allocated to the weed 
spraying programme for 2020/21. This would allow the Local Committee and South 
Lakeland District Council’s funding contributions to be allocated away from weed 
spraying so it could be used to meet other budgetary pressures.

Overspend on the Devolved Capital allocation for 2019/20 had been confirmed and 
the Local Area Network Manager recommended that £60,000 be allocated to minor 
drainage works and £59,967 be allocated to pre surface dressing patching to reflect 
the importance placed upon drainage by the Local Committee and to prepare 
additional sites for surface dressing in the 2021/22 financial year. 

The Local Area Network Manager advised that should the Working Group consider 
that the allocations were agreeable then the report to Local Committee would reflect 
members’ considerations.

A member referred to a meeting later in the day with South Lakeland District Council 
regarding ‘Safe High Streets’. He considered that the money previously allocated to 
weed spraying which would now be saved in the Devolved Revenue allocation could 
be helpful for this project.

After being asked for clarification on the large increase in minor drainage works, the 
Local Area Network Manager explained the reason for the increase as being 
reflective of the activity that had been undertaken in the previous financial year 
relating to investigative and repair work which members had requested. 
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The Local Area Network Manager talked about the additional £17m for Cumbria 
received from Government on 14 May 2020 which had been top sliced for the 
Principal Road Network and winter storms works. £9m had been allocated to Local 
Committees with £2.4m allocated to South Lakeland Local Committee which could 
be spent on any highways activity. Schemes and works which could be completed 
using this money was currently being identified and would be shared with members 
in due course.

The Local Area Network Manager reported that work on footways had been paused 
due to Covid 19 lockdown restrictions but would recommence once PPE equipment 
was available. Some of the £2.4m referred to earlier would be allocated to footways 
works. This money would not be used for new assets, instead it would be used for 
the maintenance of existing assets. 

The Local Area Network Manager explained that the reason for the change in 
allocation of money for minor carriageway patching was due to a change in 
inspection practices part way through the financial year. Inspections were now 
undertaken by Inspectors and not those who would undertake repairs. Inspectors 
were identifying defects which had not yet been recorded and an increased number 
of defects was anticipated therefore the budget had been increased. Members were 
informed explained the reasons for the reduction in budget allocation for surface 
treatment, carriageway schemes.

It was explained by the Local Area Network Manager that Minor Drainage Works 
allocation had increased as he wanted it to be a reflection of the works undertaken 
in the previous financial year.

A member asked if the schemes would be rescored and if most of the schemes on 
the list would be completed. The Local Area Network Manager explained that the 
highways team was working down the list to complete the schemes, some would be 
brought forward into this financial year and some winter damage schemes would be 
completed. Schemes were currently being re-scored by officers using public and 
member feedback and this would help with the 2021/2022 programme.

A member stated that although the money was available, it was important that there 
was officer capacity and the contracts in place to deliver the schemes. He 
considered that allocating money to schemes such as tree work was financially 
prudent.

It was agreed by assent of the Working Group that the Local Area Network Manager 
bring the Devolved Capital and Revenue Budget allocations to the meeting of South 
Lakeland Local Committee to be held on 21 July 2020.

The Chair asked that the Local Area Network Manager advise members on the 
budget allocations for the Principal Road Network. This would be brought to a future 
meeting of the Working Group.

The Local Area Network Manager reported on the highways work that was currently 
being undertaken at night. This included work at A591 at Troutbeck, Rydal, 
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Oxenholme station and Grange mini roundabout. He advised about future works to 
be undertaken at Shap Road, Kendal the A684 Hutton Park, the A5092 at 
Beanthwaite, A6 Levens and Milnthorpe, Park Road. This work was being 
undertaken at quiet times, when there were no tourists and it was having little 
negative impact on road users.

RESOLVED that, 

1 the Local Area Network Manager bring the Devolved Capital and Revenue 
Budget allocations to the meeting of South Lakeland Local Committee to be 
held on 21 July 2020. 

2 Budget allocations for the Principal Road Network be brought to a future 
meeting of the Working Group for information.

57 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING GROUP

The Chair asked that the budget for County structures (bridges etc) be reported to 
the Committee once a year.

The Local Area Network Manager confirmed that when footways resurfacing work 
was being undertaken, homeowners were asked to trim their hedges. Members 
were asked to report overgrown hedges at any time, not just during footway 
resurfacing work.

A member asked what could be done in conjunction with the District Council, Parish 
Councils, voluntary groups etc regarding the preservation of biodiversity on land 
owned by the County Council. This matter would be considered at a future meeting 
of the Working Group.

The Chair highlighted that Parish Councils would need to know the arrangements 
for verge maintenance as soon as possible as this would have to be reflected in 
their budgets which had to be agreed by November 2020.

Mr Brereton asked the Local Area Network Manager about the repairs to the road at 
High Nibthwaite to Parkamoor. The Local Area Network Manager undertook to copy 
Mr Brereton into responses to the public regarding this matter.

58 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Working Group will be held on 27 August 2020 at 10.00am.

The meeting ended at 11.30 am


